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SIERRA LEONE’S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITMENT: A CALL FOR
RATIFICATION OF THE COURT PROTOCOL AND DEPOSITION OF ARTICLE
34(6) DECLARATION GRANTING ACCESS TO JUSTICE TO ALL

By Muamoud Bah Esqg.

n  December 15,
20017, two healthcarc
wonkers wlo survived

the deadly consequences of
Chala. along with the Centre
for Accomntaba ity and Bnle of
Law (CARL), a non-govern-
mental nrgamsanon,  filed
wocotnpluinl aguins Sierm
Leope's sovenmuent i the
COOWAS Conrt of Tnstice.

The ECOWAS Courl of
Juslice analyses and sppliss
the commmnity’'s treaties
and conmventions o resolve
tisptes snd defend buman
nghis,

The cose wsserted (hat the
goveriuenl s mesuse of Chola
money wifringad the plaintifs’
fumdamental nghts o life
nried henlth, as ousramieed by
wunerous dilermations] aod
regional uman rights frame-
works, to which Sierra | eone
15 0 ity

This case demonstiaies
the opportunities that regional
mdicaal Bodies provide tor
victims of human rights
breaches to seck  mstice,
parhcnlarly when they are
wnalbobe to obteme 0 o e
liome country.

However, the question
TEMIARES . THay  TOT-Z0veTn-
el crEpisations or mdi-
viduals file direct complaints
with the African Court
o Human  and  Peoples’
Rights [er homan  aghts
breaches 1 Siema |cone?
Thewmswerss ww." SiermLeone
has not matified fhe Afiican
Conrt Protocol or deposimed
a declarabon m secordance
wilhe Arfiele 34(6) ol he
Adrigan Court Protocol, eoce
aceess to the conrt 15 limited
Rafthication of the protocal
establishing:  the Afican
Cowt oo ITumon and Peoples’
Rights {heremafter referred
e as the court) and depos-
iting & declaration allewing
direct mdividnal access do
the court are bwo sipnificant
ud erivical steps that Adiican
comntries must take to ensre
fill prostection of himman righis
within teerr sovereign borders.

Diespite Laving rarified the
African Charter on mman
and PPeople’s Hights, Sicrra
Leone has vel 1o walily e
coart’s protoco] nr deposifed
i declarsbion allowing nen-
governmental oLganisations
and mman nghts defenders
tor brimg cases of uman rights
violations before e coust
This bplies Sieima Leone is
et sulect to the canr’s prs-
dietinn, and aceess o the enor
15 hmtted for swlnadual= aod

TiR-EoverTnenial orgHiise-
tiops, Victons of s riehits
brsaches cannet 2o to the court
directly, theretore they st
rely on the natoned judicinl
syslem, which is weak and
susceptible to manipulation
hy the central government
The lack of matification and a
declaration mopedes  paroio-
peelicn i e connt’s mdivacial
comgplivinl systens gl Tosters
an epviromment of wnponity
hocanse  the  government
s nel held  accounisbile
[oa lionan cighis breaches.
Sterm Leone i cae of 2| Aftican
conmnitries that have not ratified
Haer protacad oof the A fmanm Cour
o Huinme andd Peoples Bixdils,
iz 15 chespate e Gt thal m
2018, Presadent Julius Maada
Dic stared his intentior fo ratify
the conrt’s protocol and deposit
u specml stalernent thal wold
o dnphivicliads o Gle watiers
Defiors the conrt in accordance
with Article 3406) of the Conart
Protocol, Vs assirance wis
wescke Loow visine Adrcan
Clourt delegation in Trestown.
Rantymg the comt's profocol
will bind Sierra Leons to
the Afican Cort's decizion,
ullerwmg the coant Lo bear coses
anvialvingr stule cotupliznce wili
the Adtican Charter oo TInman
and Peoples’ Rights, deman-
stralingg e stnde™s commmtimend
o preventing luoose phls
Vislations awl subjecting iself
fe serfiny, Furthermore, filimg a
declrstion umsder Amhcle 3406}
of the Prowes] will siengthen
the stele™s commmtment o
Justice mud respeasibalily Lo
I eights vielations by
granting, indrndnaks and mon-
govermmicntal organisaiions
diveet acvess |o e courl o
seek justice.
Why is ratification of the

C oot Peodescal ynportani’?

The Adtiean  Union's
member siates  (uwk thar
ratifying the African Charter
on IIuman and Peoples’
Rights will defend Africans’
nalienable and fndamenial
buman npehis. Rabfcstbon
of the Charter urzed state
paries to agree to the estah-
lishment of an Afnean Conrt
o Humsan aned Peoples' Riphis,
which would handle cases and
disputes involving the Lofer-
pretation and application of the
Advicun Charler. Balificstwn of
the eourt protoeol 15 oriheal
i suppleientmg G Alrican
Comunissions protective dury
by aranting jurisdiction fo
resilve allegations of viola-
lroms of the Admics Charler
PrOVisIous.

Why docs Siemra |.cone
need fo open itsell e serulimy

by e Alvcun Coarl?

Sierta Leope’s I
righrs record has recently
ratscil eomecms. For example,
Anmesly Intemnbonal staled
i 2024 that e riehi o fes
assembly remained noder threat,
and there was Tismg Wy aver
he right o health as & result of
the prohiferatinn of narcotics n
Ihe conmitry, Accordmz o fhe
1eserels police vialence, fenale
seital omtilation. amd  fies
specch SuppessInm contme o
b comamon. Fiothermore, e
2023 couulry epodl sswed by
the TS Depamment of State
catalngned diverse and =i gmit-

wanl hoonsn nghts infmpe-
ments sucl as arbitiary oo
unlivw [l kallmg,  anbaimoy
arrest o detention, e taking
of polineal prsoners, sigmt-
eunl mberferenice with the nght
lo frew speech md assembly,
and several other Inman rizlts
violations

Ricrra leome, as oan
Alesn Urion memuber slate,
is respensible for profectug
and prometing the Atfrican
harter’s bman nights prowi-
sioms, Lnforiuately, victins of
these abases are mnble o scek
Jushice 1 local conts agains)
the goverunent for falwg
to detend ther basic rights.
Artiele 3406} of the Afiican
Humian Bigals Courl Protocol
establisles a legal tequeinent
that states must follow i they
wint to create an opening that
will allow mron-govertmnenbsl

orumsaions o brng coses
befire the cowrl, as strpulated
in Article 503) of the Protocol
Starcs shall file a declasahion
willy the ot ackuuwledpme
the comnt's autheaity o Bea
petitions  fiom  non-govem
mental arganmsatioms (NGs)
and loonan rights detenders
ar campaigners. As a resulb
mlilvine the courl protocol
and depositing 2 declaration
demonstrates Sisma Leone’s
commitment o ImpToving
fumrnann reghils protection. 1 wall
also pestore conlidence e
conrt's abiliey fo hear luunan
rights eases and  provide

NGOs pnd  lnomun rizhils
advocates luunediale acoess,
Furtbienmors,  ralification
and declacation of the Couct
Protocol provide an aption
for MEs and privale ndi-
viduals wihae buve exhunsied
legal reqiedies within the
Insdiction of the conntry’s
domesiie conrts, crwhe behieve
such remedies we nsullicient,
T bave direet acesss o3 court
where their cases can be adj-
cicated farrly and impartiaiby.
I wddation, be rali Dving and
depesitmg a staternent of the
protocol on e Alrcnn Courl
in pecodance with Adgticle
34007} of the Conir Protocol
Sicrra Leone™s governamend
will deline el as one
s willing 1w be scrutinised,
When the govVemnuenr recog-
mises itk need tohe subject o
regional judicinl scrodingy, 11
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curves oul a iiche for hummn
niglits protection. Therefore,
if the agresment is approved
and a declaration 15 deposited
by the gevermnent, MO
amd nupan vghts deflenders
seeking to end human rights
hreaches will be able to use
the window of direct access
o the Afncan court ro seck
respomsibalily  and  Juslice.

Conclusion
Sicrra leone’s refusal or
reluetance o ralily the cour
protecol wd deposil a decla-
ration of the court’s conmjke-
tence  demonstrates  the

srovermmmenl s unwiilingness
0o increase human rights
profection and expose 1isell
to judicial scruriny at the
Afncan level There shonld he
a way 1o look ol remedies for
e ighils violulions al the
regional level, where there is
wanspareney, impartialicy. and
Jushee

Ui that pole, Presudend
Tulive Maada Dic should
follow throngh on his promise
toy atfy the conrt protocol and
deposil a declamtion i will
alloer fnman nghis defenders
an] voen-povernmental v1zan-
isations working 1o make
the continent a sate place
where cvery Affican™s rights
are vespecled mnd vemnedial
medsures Lor buoman oghis
violafions are open and acees-
sible o all.



